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The Steuben House
New Brldge Road
River Hdge, Bergen County, New Jersey

Cwner: State of New Jersey

Dete of Erection: 1729; altered in 1757
Architect:

Builder: John Zabrlskie

Pregsent Condition: Fair

Number of Stories: Two

Materials of Construction: Foundation - sandstone

Exterlor walls - sandstone,
brick gables

Interior walla - plaster on
masonry

Roof - gambrel, wood shingles
Historlicsl Data:

The orlginal house was about half as long and
only two-thirds gs deep as the present structure. The
original roof was pitch. When the house was enlargad
in 1757, the original ridge became the galus plate of
the mambrel roof of thé snlarged house. The first and
second floor levels are half a story higher than the
original part; s posaible reason for this is that 1t
made the extorlor doors sn excellent helight above the
ground fer unloas@ing hay, greln, and the like from a
Wai0ne
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The chilsf interest about this house is
the fact that it was the property ef Baron von
Steubsn. The Baron came to Amerlcs in 1777. He
became Inspector Genersl with the rank of Major
General. He received grants from Congress and
from varicus states. In 1782 Congress voted him
$2400 plus W3OO per month. In 1790 he recelved
an annuity of #2500 for 1ife. Pennsylvanis
granted him 2000 acres; Virginia granted him 10,
000 acres; New York granted him 16,000 acres, snd
from the State of New Jersey he recelved the
forfeltad estate of John Zabrlskie., He received
hig later grant in 1783, The agreement stated that
it was for his uss as long as he reslided there, but
the Baron did not wish to stay there. The State of
New Jersey agrssd that the property sould be sold
and the intere t from the principal was to be given
to him for hls life time. Hls aid-de-camp, Captain
Walker, bought 1t for 1500 pounds; Captain ¥Walker
actually bought it for the Baron. In 1786 he was
granted the house and income of the cestate, even
though his residence was 1in another state, and
finplly in 1788 the property was given to him.
Three months after thils, he sold the property to
John Zabriskle for 1200 pounds.
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